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“God? Are you there?”
“Yes, I'm right here.”
“God, | feel lonely.”

“You might feel lonely, but you’re not
alone.”

“God, you won’t leave me right?”

“Sweetheart, I've already told you, and put

itin writing in my Word just to assure you.
| will never leave you nor forsake you.”

How often do we just need God’s

assurance, as our Good Father, that He is
there, and that we are not alone?

Dr Michelle Bengtson

Father, Abba, Apai, Apa, Bapak, & &,
Papa, Dad, Daddy...

ife can be ascary journey in the
dark, without a hand to hold on to.

Often in the unknown, we are
ruled by fear and doubt rather than faith
and trust.

Yet we are called to be childlike, to be
God’s children. He offers Himself as our
Father, yours and mine through our path
in life. He gives Himself as the steady
rock for us to rely on, the fire in the
burning bush and the pillar of flame to
guide us, the gentle breeze to calm and
refresh us. He extends His hand for us to
grasp and to walk on the journey to
Heaven with Him.

Similarly, we are called to be fathers to
othersinour care. Childreninour
families, people who look to us for
leadership in the community or at work,
and even self leadership, doing and
sacrificing what we can for the higher
good.

TORIAL

This June, we see the Father’s heart
working within our lives. We witness this
through the Feast of the Body and Blood
of Christ, Father’s Day Activities in
Sunday School and anecdotes shared by
our parishioners. We also experience His
closeness in walking with us through the
Regional Liturgy Commission Meeting,
Confirmation Retreats and through Pope
Francis, calling us to be brothers and
sisters, serving each other selflessly in
His Fatherhood. We know this because
of our faith in His Fatherly Love.

“Don’t be afraid, for | am with you. Don’t
be discouraged, for | am your God. | will
strengthen you and help you. | will hold
you up with my victorious right

hand” (Isaiah 41:10 NLT)

The question is, do we follow Him gladly
or do we shut ourselves behind walls? Do
we choose to trust or give in to fear and
rebellion? Do we hold fast or let go?

Emilian H

Social Communications Editor
Church of Our Lady of Immaculate
Conception, Seria
hope.bnvciariate@gmail.com



“OVERING BROTHERHEC

Message of the Holy Father Francis for the

World Meeting

of Human
Fraternity

The Vatican
10 June 2023

n author placed the following

words on the lips of Francis of

Assisi: “The Lord is where his
brothers are” (E. Leclerc, La Sapienza
di un povero). Indeed, the heavens
above invite us to walk together, to
rediscover each other as brothers and
sisters and to believe in fraternity as
the foundation of our pilgrimage.

To believe that the other is our
brother or sister and to greet him or
her as such is not meaningless. It is
the most concrete thing each of us
cando. Indeed, it means freeing
myself from the poverty of believing
that | am the only child in the world.

It means, at the same time, choosing
to overcome the mindset of

partners or associates, who stay
together only for the sake of personal
advantage. It also means knowing
how to go beyond the limits of blood
or ethnic ties, which only recognise
similarities and reject differences.

Here, | think of the parable of the
Samaritan (cf. Lk 10:25-37), who stops
with compassion before the Jewish
man in need of help. Their cultures
were at odds, their histories different,
their regions hostile to each other;
but for that man, the personin the
street and his needs came first.

When people and societies choose
fraternity, policies also change: The
person once again takes precedence
over profit and the home we all

inhabit over the environment to be
exploited for one’s own interests. A
just wage is paid for work, welcome
becomes wealth, life becomes hope,
justice opens up to reparation, and
the memory of evil doneis healed in
the encounter between victims and
perpetrators.

#NotAlone



TYTTTTTETRRRRRNNNNN

Episcopal Regional Liturgical Commission Meeting in Kuching Corpus Christi COOL
22-25 May 2023

11 June 2023




VALKING TOGETHER
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Fr Carlo’s Talk COLA Annual Global Rosary Relay for Priest COLA
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Father's Day Letters
from Sunday Schoc




.

e el

¢

l
;
!

|

Sunday School Monthly Activities COOL
18 June 2023
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DING HIS HAND
Sunday School Monthly activities

18 June 2023
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The London Oratory /Immaculate Heart
20 May 2023

s | was returning from work to my

accommodations near South

Kensington, | saw a London
Oratory poster at the Underground Tube
Station. Curiously checking out their
website, | was surprised to find that this
beautiful Catholic Church was just
minutes away on foot, and there would be
an Anticipated Mass on that Saturday!

The London Oratory is also called the
Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
so | immediately felt the connection to our
home parish. Apart from the awe-inspiring
architecture (I took some photos!), the
other two most memorable experiences
for me however, were attending for the
first time, the extraordinary form of the
Mass (ad orientem) and listening to the
heavenly service hymns sung by the

ource: https://www.londonoratoryscholz

renowned London Oratory’s Schola
Cantorum choir!

Needless to say during the Holy Mass, |
was transported by the angelic voices of
the choir. Later | found out that the
members were from the Oratory’s
Catholic school students, and | was more
pleased to note the catholicity of races in
the team. This world-famous choir has
produced albums, toured the US and
worked on movie soundtracks, the most
well known of which was The Lord of the
Rings. Here is their introductory video
https://youtu.be/mSUveWIVrpw

Praise the Lord for this amazing hour of
the Father’s heavenly home, even faraway.

AH
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CLOSE TO US

As parishioners we had chances of
entertaining and interacting with
priests and sometimes things could be
hilarious!

| recall how Rev. Fr. Peter Merring and
late Fr. Anthony Wan, who came all the
way from Miri, wanted to follow in the
church van to COLA to attend our old
friend, the late Michael Newn's
funeral.

There were Fr. Peter Merring, late Fr.
Anthony Wan, late John De Cruz, Joan
Hiew, Peter P. the youth, and myself
inside the transit van.

Now, where was the driver who was
supposed to be there?

We suddenly realised there was no
driver provided! So Fr. Wan offered to
drive us there as he was very familiar
with the Brunei roads.

At Sg. Liang there was a spot check
point and Fr. Wan preferred someone
to take over for a while. To our horror,
we found that no one brought his/her
Brunei driving license except me!

Me driving this van? Are you kidding, i
never touched a van before!

The consensus of all was - who else
would do it except you?! Ok, majority
won!!

When i climbed up to the driver seat in
my kebaya (Sisters you know how hard
it was in a fitting attire. How would i
know this was to happen!!), i found i
couldn't move the gear at all!

So Peter the youth got beside me and
gallantly helped to push the gears
while i sweated nervously fiddling the
driving wheel beside him!

All at the back heaved a sigh of relief
when the van finally moved a few feet
forward!

It crawled like a snail and the priests
cheered me on: accelerate, don't be
afraid!

| did and Fr. Peter started singing:
Nearer My God to Thee!

| burst into laughter! Was my driving
soscary!

Then we came to aslope and the gears
did not cooperate with Peter for they
were very tough and we could hardly
get the van to climb uphill and Fr. Peter

changed his song to: Lord i'm coming
Home!

| was too frightened to laugh any more
but concentrated on the snail pace
driving...

My oh my, i knew Fr. Peter was very
humorous from the Homilies i heard
but nothing as witty and as hilarious as
this!

Then the two traffic police came into
view as the van slid downhill and Fr.
Peter stopped singing and became
sober.

| had no idea how to roll down the
window of the van and moved the
wipers instead!

When finally Peter and i did find the
right button the police were grinning
at me, face to face, while i apologised
hectically tothem!

They did not even bother to check my
driving licence but just waved me on
with a big smile on their faces!

Fr. Peter took over as soon as they
were out of sight!

He said: glad i am driving now!
The whole van roared into laughter at
these words!

Sorry Bro. Michael, we should be
solemn and sad at your passing but am
sure you would laugh at this
unforeseen incident too if you saw it
from where you were!

We thanked God for bringing us safely
to COLA to pay our last respects to
you!

At your 19th anniversary of passing on
to the realm of God, we remember you,
rest in peace dear Brother

— Adeline Ong
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CLOSE TO US
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